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WHAT IS HIGH-QUALITY TRANSIT?

High-quality or “rapid” transit includes bus
or rail services with frequent and reliable
schedules, typically supported by dedicated
infrastructure like bus lanes. It offers a
convenient, dependable, and attractive
alternative to personal vehicles, which
encourages transit-oriented development,
boosts economic growth, and reduces
environmental impacts. High-quality transit
is essential for achieving transit equity
because it helps bridge social and economic
gaps, giving all riders access to vital
resources such as jobs, healthcare,
education, and more.

WHAT IS BUS RAPID TRANSIT?

¢ Bus rapid transit (BRT) is one of many
types of high-quality transit.

¢ BRT is a high-quality bus service that
operates like a light rail system but without
the need for tracks.

e BRT utilizes a network of dedicated lanes
and buses, along with other features of
high-quality transit, to combine the speed
and reliability of rail with the flexibility and
lower cost of buses.

WHAT ISN'T BUS RAPID TRANSIT?

* Not just an express bus. Express buses
offer transit from one destination to
another with limited stops. However, they
don’t usually benefit from dedicated lanes
or transit signal priority, and are often as
susceptible to congestion as private
vehicles.

* Not a light rail or train. BRT operates with
buses, not tracks, providing increased
speed and reliability without the high
construction costs associated with rail.

DID YOU KNOW? Of the 50 largest
U.S. metro areas, New Orleans is 1 of

only 7 without some form of “rapid”
transit?' That's all changing soon.

NEXT STOP, NEW ORLEANS?

BRT is coming to New Orleans! Our local
transit agency, the Regional Transit Authority
(RTA), was recently awarded federal funding
to pursue a roughly 15-mile BRT corridor
connecting Algiers and New Orleans East,
offering fast and frequent transit to the
downtown job center. BRT offers a practical,
low-cost, and high-quality transit option-ideal
for smaller cities such as New Orleans. As
cities worldwide have discovered, BRT is a
valuable investment that benefits everyone,
whether they ride transit, drive, roll, or walk.
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Proposed BRT route for New Orleans


















